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FOPC Board
Members

John Richardson - President
jrichardson@ifnew.com

Melody Golubski - VP
fasdogkira@comcast.net

Marci DeGroot - Secretary
Cardinalvine@aol.com

Kathy Serrat - Treasurer
edandkathyserrat@gmail.com

Chrissy McConnell - At Large
cmcconnell819@gmail.com

Jim Rabhilly - At Large
Jim_looking@hotmail.com

Marrie Hamstra - At Large
mariehamstra@gmail.com

Tim Cordell, Naturalist & non-
voting Staff Advisor
tcordell@dnr.IN.gov

Other events
At the Nature Center

Unless otherwise noted

8§ May 15 - Learn about
turkeys 2:00

May 29 - Creek Peek
2:00 meet at the
campground gate

June 5 - Celebrate Bird
Festival $1pp

July 7 - Winter in July $1-
5 pp craft and event fees

By Melody Golubski

Elections were held in March and we would like
to welcome Marie Hamstra as a new board member
in one of the At -Large positions. New officers were
elected and you will see the changes with email ad-
dresses on the left side of this page. We want to
give a big thank you to Ralph Campion for the time
he spent as a board member and all the hard work
he has accomplished over the past years and for
what he will continue to do in the future.

The Easter Egg Hunt was a huge success with an
estimate 650 people in attendance.

Webdbve already had sever
There was the springhouse workday and the wet-
land trail/parking lot work done. We had another
workday scheduled for May 8 on the springhouse.

Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 18
at the Peppermint Hill Shelter at 6:30 pm. We will
hold a meet & greet with the neighbors around the
Park and of course all the regular members. Please
come back for a good time, meet some new friends
and have a few hot dogs!

FOPC Days and Eveltark your calendar

Monday, May 18

Meet and greet your
neighbors!

6:30 at Peppermint Hill
Shelter

Enjoy meeting new
people from around
the area and join in a
hotdog cookout!

Saturday, June 5
Celebrate Birds
Festival

Join us in developing
a new appreciation for
our feathered friends.
There will be many
fun activities all about
birds. Thereis a
$1.00 fee per person


mailto:edandkathyserrat@gmail.com
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Presidents Message

1 Sept. 11 - Nature By John Richardson
Photography Weekend At
a recent workday, a new volunteer a
VIR ROR AR - 0 et started?o0 That 6s a great question
activities: when | (and many others) received a letter from Tim Cordell, Potato Creek

o State Park Naturalist, asking if | would be interested in attending a meeting
CHENECMICCICSUEEY 0 i scuss forming a AFriendsodo group to
SERURYSCICIUR BRI several meetings in early 2006. By March 2006, | attended my first Steer-
UERCHICICTRIETIICUSEV AU ing Committee Meeting. A name for the organization had been adopted,
past. $1-5 craft fee. an application for articles of incorporation had been sent to the Secretary
of State, and we were deciding on what the dues should be and what our
brochure should look like. We then decided when to meet, what to do at
meetings, and adopted a mission statement. We owe a debt to these initial
volunteers; Linda and Gene Matzat, Brian Miller, Kathy Serrat, Ralph Cam-
N 2B e I i TRl pion, Victoria Keldson, Jan Schubert  -Arick, Charlotte Wolfe, Dave and Pam
R Rtk @ Craft, Robert Buzolich, Leslie Sikorski, the Krueger family, and others, for

9 9/19 until winter. Prairie
Maze Opens. 1.5 miles of

trails

fun activities. setting up an organization that we hope
port projects and events that help preserve, restore, manage, and interpret
1 10/30 - Halloween the natural and cultural heritage, and recreational opportunities of Potato
Happenings Weekend. Creek State Parko.

Campground full of

We have come a long way since 2006, with as many as 60 members in
Halloween events.

any one year. We have had over 30 guest presenters on subjects from

For a listing of all programs, bats and bluebirds, to baseball bat building. We have held 2 or 3 work

visit: days a year, to assist the park with pr
because of limited staff and budgets. Along with the work projects such

as shoreline stabilization, litter pick up around the lake, garlic mustard

pulls, spring house reconstruction and trail building, we have managed to

have some fun and actually raise a little money to support the projects.

www.interpretiveservices.in.gov

Egg Hunt Great Success

The egg hunt held on Our fun includes AEgg Huntso in the spr
April 3 was a great suc- the fall and in between we participate in or take charge of events like in

cess. 650 people at- Welcome Back Weekend, Winter -in-July, Tator Traditions, and other Park

tended the eventin spitt  Naturalist run events. We have sponsored bike safety courses, camper

of threatening rain, safety and maintenance inspection training, Hoosier Riverwatch training,

which held off until just and supported the Northern Indiana Mountain Biking Association (NIMBA)

after we were finished. with their trail building and race event at the

There were eggs with
prizes and candy, crafts
and baby lambs for kids
of all ages to enjoy. The
event made over $430
profit for the Friends
group. Thanks to all of
you that volunteered to

park. In short, we have accomplished a lot to-
ward our mission in just four short years.

As a newly elected President, | am proud to
serve this group with an incredibly talented and
dedicated Board of Directors. A big thanks the
previous two Presidents, Brian Krueger and
Marci DeGroot. They have pulled their weight
help out filling and hid- and helped §hape this organization.'We have
ing eggs and doing the o an(_Jther exciting year ahead of us with I'ots Qf
many other things planned activities and presentations. Please read al_aout the events in this
needed to pull this off. A newsletter, visit our website or face book page, email us, or call us (the old
special big THANK YOU fashioned way). We want to make this organization work for all of us, and

to Chrissy McConnell for your opinion and participation matter.
organizing it. Thank you.
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Park Happenings
By Alex deGroot

Here We GO!!

The 2010 recreation season has started. With

such an early and warm spring, we are al-

ready seeing an increase in visitor numbers

and, we have been trying to keep up on the mowing. We are very busy
making sure the water is flowing and buildings/shelters are ready to be
utilized by park patrons. 2010 is going to be the second and final year

for the Federal and State of Indiana YHCC (Young Hoosier Conservation
Corp) Program. This year, just as last, we will  receive most of our work-
force through this program, which aims to employ and teach work eth-

ics and skills to local young adults. With additional labor but no addi-

tional budget, park managers have been  obliged to find projects and job
assignments that do not require much power equipment, materials, and

Newsletter Disclaimer skills to complete.

and Opt-Out Notice: Here at Potato Creek State Park we are striving to keep the park as
clean as possible. There are regular patrols for trash within the park and
around the park perimeter and a larger housekeeping crew will be on

hand to ensure cleanliness of our restrooms and facilities. We will be

able to accomplish simple construction repairs such as replacing road-
side posts, rehab a deer enclosure, and repair some hitch rails. We aim
e (0 complete resurfacing campsite pads (multi  -year project) and expand
NS e the drip edge on a number of structures. We are going to collect, split,

2l s e and stack firewood from trees that have been cleared for utilities in an-
newsletter, contact ticipation of additional or complete firewood restrictions due to Emerald
Melody Golubski at Ash Borer. We will continue with invasive removal and the construction
e rete S Aal of the wetland trail, initiate the Whispering Winds fishing bank/shoreline

or write: erosion control, and maintain wetland structures. The park will continue

all normal maintenance such as painting structures and trails work and
State Park. P.O. Box will be able to staff boat rental, gate houses, beach, nature center, and

471, North'uberty, IN othgr areas with YH_CC youth. We look forvv_ard to a very productive and
46554 profitable season with the help of our experienced salaried staff, vet-

eran intermittent staff, over 60 YHCC workers, and of course dedicated

AEUSEESICCUCHIBSINN " riends” and other volunteers.
questions or want to

kLU \Vetland Parking Lot & Trail

newsletter please send to . . .

Melody Golubski, editor The _vvetland trail parl_qng lot has been cqmpleted except for placing
parking bumpers. Friends braved the wind and raked out the are

[EELEYUCICRRNCEEMIE oround it and spread grass seed on April 17. Work on the trail began

during that work day and was continued by a group from NIMBA on May

1. About 1/5 ™ of the % mile trail has been roughed in to date. The

This newsletter is

published by the Friends
of Potato Creek State

Park. It is not published
or managed by the

Friends of Potato Creek

parkés YHCC workers have begun worKk

it completed by mid June. The new parking lot entrance offers a great
view of the new fAwildo osprey nest
spot for park visitors.
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