
Friends of Potato 

Creek State Park    

We have had a lot of great speakers this quarter.  We had 

a presentation from Jack St. Pierre Geneôs Camera on 

nature photography, and Ducks Unlimited discussed wet-

lands and waterfowl conservation.  The future should hold 

many more interesting speakers.  Thanks to the hard work 

of Linda Matzat. 

Later in this newsletter you can see the officers have 

voted to change the by-laws.  We will need members   

present at the October 20 meeting to vote on these 

changes.  Please plan to attend.  See those changes on 

page 3. 

We had an excellent turnout for the Hoosier River Watch 

training in August.  The workshop trained 14 new watchers 

and The Friends group will be receiving water monitoring 

kits to monitor the creek.  We will be monitoring 3 areas.  

Interested water watchers should look out for future an-

nouncements for when monitoring will take place.  All are 

welcome to help and you donôt have to be trained.   See 

the article about this on page 4.  

From the editor 
 By Melody Golubski 

Prairie Harvest Weekend 

October 3-4 

A delightful weekend full of 

events centered around the 

harvest.  Activities will in-

clude a prescribed fire 

demonstration, crafts and a 

scarecrow building contest.  

Fees may apply. 

 

 

 

Friends Meeting 

Tuesday October 20 

Forester to speak at Friends 

Meeting.  Learn a little about 

Indianaôs forests in the fall 

and meet your fellow park 

supporters. 
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Other events  

At the Nature Center 

¶ 10/4 -  Prairie Walk: An 

easy walk to learn more 

about the tall grass prairie  

¶ 10/10 -  Wooly Bears: 

Learn a little about these 

fuzzy caterpillars.  

¶ 10/11 -  Beaver Talks: 

Come learn about beavers 

in the park.  

¶ 10/17 -  Reptile Review: 

learn about area reptiles.  

2009 Halloween Happenings 

October 31 

The campground will bustle 

with Halloween events this 

weekend.  There will be 

pumpkin carving, costume 

contest, campsite decorating 

contest, trick or treating, pot-

luck dinner and more! 

 

 

 



Hello Friends! 

Crisp mornings and falling acorns are upon us, and I would recommend that 

everyone take full advantage of this beautiful and bountiful season.  The lake is a pit 

stop for thousands of migrating birds, Prairie Harvest Weekend and Halloween 

Happenings are rapidly approaching, and the busy season for park attendance is 

winding down. 

Recently, we were able to take Ed and Kathy Serrat out on Worster Lake for 

an evening paddle.  Fall is a great time to be on the lake.  Calm waters allow easy 

paddling, colorful reflections, and a deep sense of peace and tranquility.  We saw 

many cormorants resting on dead trees, a slap-happy beaver annoyed by our pres-

ence, twenty or so Great Egrets grouped on stumps, and several tiny yellow flow-

ersñsome type of Bidens.  Putting in at the boat rental, we were able to see the 

progress of our bank stabilization project.  Itõs hard to believe that two years ago 

that bank was just a sandy hill eroding into the lake.  Now, it is covered in large 

stones and tall grasses, forbs, and shrubs.  Although people still use the area for 

bank fishing, the vegetation, etc. has been successful in holding the bank in place. 

Many of the plants used for the bank stabilization can be found not only 

throughout the park, but also throughout the region and probably in your backyard.  

This time of year there are several species of plants whose seeds are ripe and ready 

to fall, and you may want to try your hand at seed collection to enhance your corner 

of the planet.  Native plants ensure prolific native insects which ensure native birds 

and reptiles and so on.   Planting these seeds can be as easy as shaking the seed 

heads out around the area of the plant (try this on the Prairie Maze!) or as complex 

as storing them over the winter and sowing them as you would start your vegetables 

in a seed tray in the spring.  Most native seeds benefit from the freezing and thaw-

ing of winter, so this is a great time to plant.  An excellent resource for transforming 

your flower beds and yard into a native habitat is òGo Native! Gardening with Na-

tive Plants and Wildflowers in the Lower Midwestó by Carolyn Harstad, Indiana 

University Press. 

Presidents Message and Park Happenings 
     By Marci and Alex deGroot 

  

¶ 10/18 - I Spy! Closer look 

at animal camouflage. 

¶ 10/24 - First Hike to the 

Springhouse:  See the 

restoration of the 1800ôs 

Springhouse. 

¶ 11/1 - Webs of Intrigue: 

Learn about spiders! 

 

 

More info to follow on these 

activities: 

¶ 9/19 until winter.  Prairie 

Maze Opens.  1.5 miles of 

trails 

¶ 10/3-10/4 - Prairie Harvest 

Weekend.   Weekend full of 

fun activities. 

¶ 10/31 - Halloween 

Happenings Weekend.  

Campground full of 

Halloween events. 

For a listing of all programs, 

visit: 

www.interpretiveservices.in.gov 
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With schools back in session and the days getting shorter and cooler, park attendance drops off a bit.  There are days 

in the park when it seems that you are the only one around, and these days can be extremely restful after a summer full of 

activities (or even a week full of school and/or work activities) and before the holiday rush.   So, while the days still have 

warmth, check out the different habitats of the park as they also wind down for the season. 

Hereõs to the rains of late summer and the cool nights of autumn bringing vibrant colors to the park! 

Hope to see you out here soon. 

 



By-law changes 
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The following amendments to the By-Laws were approved by the board on September 15, 2009.  To take effect 
these proposals need to be voted on by the general membership.  This vote will take place at the October 20, 2009 
meeting.  The existing by-laws can be found on the website www.friendsofpotatocreek.org or you can visit the na-
ture center to see a hard copy. 

 

In Article III MEMBERSHIP; Section 4: MEETINGS in the second sentence the words òboard andó have been 
deleted.  It now reads: ò...The calendar of general meetings for the upcoming year shall be presented at the March 
meeting....ó 

 

In Article IV BOARD, Section 2B:  a sentence has been added to clarify the terms of the officers: 

"Terms shall be for one (1) year beginning in April and ending in March." 

 

In Article IV, Section III  Treasurer:, a sentence was deleted: 

"Two (2) authorized signatures shall be required on all checks." 

 

In Article IV, Section VII   MEETINGS: has been changed from; òBoard meetings shall be held monthly, being 
open to the general membership of Friends by prior notice. Notice of these meetings is given at the annual March 
membership meeting.ó  to read as: òBoard meetings will be held as required and be announced in advance and be 
open to the general membership.ó 

Bat Wings  
Try these fun appetizers for your next Halloween party. 

Makes:  20 appetizers  Prep:  20 minutes Marinate: 2-24 hours 

Bake: 25 minutes 

20 chicken wings  

1/2 cup soy sauce 

2 teaspoons grated fresh ginger or 1/2 teaspoon ground ginger 

1/2 teaspoon crushed red pepper 

1 teaspoon five spice powder 

2 cloves garlic, minced 

1 recipe Swamp Dip (see below) 

 

1. Place wings in a plastic bag set in a shallow dish.  In a small bowl stir together soy sauce, ginger, red pepper, 
five spice powder and garlic.  Pour over wings.  Close bag and toss to coat.  Chill in refrigerator several hours 
or overnight, turning bag occasionally.  Remove wings from bad, reserving marinade. 

2. Place wings on a foil-lined baking pan.  Bake, uncovered at 450 degrees for 10 minutes.  Brush with reserved 
marinade (discard remaining marinade). Bake 15-20 minutes longer or until chicken is tender and no longer 
pink.  Serve with Swamp Dip.   

 

Swamp Dip:  In a small bowl, stir together 8 ounces of sour cream and 3 tablespoons coarse ground mustard.  
Garnish with fresh whole chives.  Serve with bat wings. 

http://www.friendsofpotatocreek.org/


Hoosier Riverwatch Plans 
by Marie Hamstra, Interpretive Naturalist  

Thanks to Nancy Brown of the Elkhart County Soil and Water Conservation 
District, 8 members from The Friends of Potato Creek State Park were trained and 
certified with Hoosier Riverwatchõs Water Quality Volunteer Monitoring Program.  
Nancy introduced these individuals to water quality monitoring by utilizing hands-
on habitat, chemical, and biological assessment methods. These 8 volunteers are 
now qualified to submit water quality data to the statewide volunteer stream 
monitoring database. 

 At the conclusion of the Hoosier Riverwatch training session, the members 
from The Friends of Potato Creek were inspired to begin water quality monitoring 
of Potato Creekõs water bodies.  In order to begin implementation they applied for 
and were awarded 3 Water Monitoring Equipment Packages from Hoosier 
Riverwatch. This is very exciting news because each of these packages contains 
water testing supplies and materials worth $400! 

 With the equipment and the training these individuals are ready to be 
proactive in monitoring three different stream habitats within Potato Creek.  For 
the next two years these volunteers have agreed to submit data from these three 
areas four times per year.  Anyone is welcome to come out and help them in their 
monitoring process.  If you want to aid in this project please contact Marie Hamstra 
at 574-656-8186 or mariehamstra@gmail.com. 

 The Friends of Potato Creek hope that with their efforts in water quality 
monitoring they can not only discover more information on the quality of Potato 
Creekõs water bodies, but also promote responsible stewardship of water resources 
with park visitors. 

 

"Water is the most critical resource issue of our lifetime and our children's lifetime. 
The health of our waters is the principal measure of how we live on the land."  

Luna Leopold 

 
Newsletter Disclaimer and 

Opt-Out Notice: 

 

This newsletter is published 

by the Friends of Potato 

Creek State Park.  It is not 

published or managed by the 

Indiana Department of 

Natural Resources'.  If you do 

not want this newsletter, 

contact Chrissy Borkowski at  

chrissyborkowski@aol.com or 

write: 

Friends of Potato Creek State 

Park,  P.O. Box 471, North 

Liberty, IN  46554 to be 

removed from the mailing list.  

Newsletter corrections, 

questions or want to share 

information for the newsletter 

please send to Melody 

Golubski, editor 

fasdogkira@comcast.net 
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Artifacts needed for springhouse interpretation 
In anticipation of offering interpretive programs at the springhouse after it is recon-

structed  we are starting to look for props to bring the site to life.  At this point we 

are looking for a milk can(s), milk pail, a butter churn, pickle crocks of assorted 

sizes, a lard can, clay jugs, crock bowls, an old tin ladle, large spoons and cups.  If 

anyone has any of these items that they are willing to donate or know where one 

can be obtained (we have a small budget for this), please contact Tim Cordell at 

Potato Creek, 574-656-8186 or TCordell@dnr.IN.gov.  

Before:    Work in progress: 
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