
Friends of Potato 

Creek State Park    

I have been enjoying Potato Creek for 30+ years.  When I 

learned about the Friends of Potato Creek, I decided I 

could do something for the park I love so much.  I wasnôt 

very active my first year.  Helped with the Bank Stabiliza-

tion project last spring.  Cleaned trails during National Trail 

Days.  Did a little camping, just having a good time.  This 

spring, I decided I needed to do more for the park.  This is 

my first newsletter for the Friends.  Iôve become an At 

Large member, along with Chrissy McConnell our new 

secretary.  The other officers are listed at the left.  Our 

Parks need help from groups such as this.  With the econ-

omy the way it is, the state is not funding our parks the 

way we would want them too.  With this in mind, FOPC 

can help a great deal.  However, we need volunteers.  We 

need funding from members joining and we need your 

manpower.  We have the funds for the renovation of the 

Spring House.  We need hands for the Garlic Mustard 

Pull.  The Park will also need volunteers this summer to 

help in a number of ways.  Tim Cordell will find something 

to do for anyone that can come help the park.  Please con-

sider helping in any way you can. 

From the editor 
 By Melody Golubski 

Easter Egg Hunt 

April 11, 2009 - 10:30 AM 

Come and help us find  

candy filled Easter eggs 

and win prizes.   

Ages 12 and under - $2 

 

 

 

 

Home Runs From Trees 

Presentation  

David & Debbie Cook  

Hoosier Bat Company 

Tuesday, April 21, 2009  
7:00 pm EDT 

   Nature Center at Potato 

Creek State Park. 

FOPC Days and Events - Mark your calendar  

Spring 2009 

Newsletter  

Marci DeGroot - President 
Cardinalvine@aol.com 

Ralph Campion - Vice  
President 
Campin-1@mchsi.com 

Chrissy McConnell -  
Secretary 
chrissyborkowski@aol.com 

Kathy Serrat - Treasurer 
Kathy.Serrat@us.bosch.com 

John Richardson - At Large 
jrichardson@ifnew.com 

Jim Rahilly - At Large 
Jim_looking@hotmail.com 

Melody Golubski - At Large 
fasdogkira@comcast.net 

Tim Cordell, Naturalist & 

non-voting Staff Advisor 

tcordell@dnr.IN.gov 

FOPC Board 
Members  

Other events  

At the Nature Center 

¶ 4/11 - 2:00  Osprey! Hear 

about the ñfish hawkò in this 

talk, then go out & see if 

you can find one. 

¶ 4/12 - 2:00  Life at a Beaver 

Pond.  Enjoy footage on the 

lives & habits of beaver. 

¶ 4/18 - 2:00 Thrillers & 

croakers.  Discover vocal 

amphibians, the frog! 

  

Save the Wildflowers 

Garlic Mustard Pull 

Join use for an hour, or the 

day, to help fight these 

alien invaders threatening 

our woodland wildflowers.   

Gloves Recommended. 

Saturday, April 25  

9:00 am 

Meet at the Nature Center.  

 

 



Hello Friends! 

Spring is finally upon us!  In this season of rebirth, we have elected a number of 
new faces to the Board and are thankful for the experiences of those continuing their 
service.  As you have noticed, we have a new newsletter editor and Board member in 
Melody (I am really enjoying the new format!).  Also, we have a new Secretary and 
Events Committee Chair in Chrissy.  I am very excited to have their enthusiasm and new 
ideas meshed with the experience of the continuing members. 

As Melody mentioned, the funds needed to rebuild the Schrader Spring House 
are in order thanks to Bosch, Joyce Chambers, and Ralph Campion.  Joyce is involved 
with the GFWC/IFC (General Federation of Women's Clubs / Indiana Federation of 
Clubs) of South Bend, an international women's organization dedicated to community 
improvement by enhancing the lives of others through volunteer service, and they have 
decided to award the Friends with needed supplementary funding for the project.  In ad-
dition to these sources, Ralph has decided that the Spring House restoration should util-
ize monies from the Cheryl Campion Memorial Fund.  We are grateful to all these or-
ganizations for their support of this project that will enhance the Potato Creek experi-
ence for the present generation and those to come. 

In our last meeting, we revisited our desire to pay guest speakers for their time 
and efforts.  Linda Matzat has found such wonderful speakers for our meetings, and we 
all would like to show our appreciation to them.  One avenue will be to grant speakers a 
yearôs membership with the group, and two other ideas will be implemented in the future.  
The first, which has already begun, is to make available the option of donating funds (in 
addition to the membership dues) directly to a speaker payment fund.  The second is to 
plan a weekend event highlighting a certain speaker or topic where admission would be 
charged and directed to the payment fund.  This could also serve as a membership 
drive.  If you have any ideas about who or what the event could be centered around, 
please let us know!  Our speakers do us a great service by sharing their expertise in a 
way that is interesting, enlightening, and entertaining, and historically, they have done all 
that free of charge.  Because we are not able to pay, we have missed out on some great 
speakers who could enhance our membership as well as our lives.  Again, your input is 
invaluable to us, so letôs put on our thinking caps! 

Thanks to all of you who support the Friends group.  You are the reason for our 
continuing success, and I appreciate your commitment and enthusiasm. 

Presidents Message 
      By Marci deGroot 

  

¶ 4/19 - 2:00 Attracting birds.  

Get tips on attracting birds 

to your backyard. 

¶ 4/26 - 2:00 Wildflwers of 

Potato Creek.  Slide show 

on flowers in the park. 

¶ 5/2-5/3 Welcome Back 

Weekend.  Plan a shake 

down camping trip. 

¶ 6/6 - National Trails Day.  

Help FOPC do trail clean-

up.   

¶ 7/12 - 10:00 am Mountain 

Bike Time Trials. Race 

against the clock on the 6.6 

trail.  $20 fee. 

 

More info to follow on these 

activities: 

¶ 8/1 - Tater Traditions.  In 

depth program focusing on 

the cultural traditions of the 

past.  $1-5 craft fee. 

¶ 9/19 until winter.  Prairie 

Maze Opens.  1.5 miles of 

trails 

¶ 10/3-10/4 - Prairie Harvest 

Weekend.   Weekend full of 

fun activities. 

¶ 10/31 - Halloween 

Happenings Weekend.  

Campground full of 

Halloween events. 

For a listing of all programs, 

visit: 

www.interpretiveservices.in.gov 
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Part of Trail 1  

taken during the 

 National Trails Day 

 June 2008. 

Photo taken by  

Melody Golubski. 

If you have photos to  

share, please send to  

fasdogkira@comcast.net. 



Goodbye Winter, Hello Spring 

 Whew!  What a winter. Usually the winter is a time to do some deep cleaning, 
complete a couple of inside projects, gather our thoughts from the previous recreation 
season and perhaps get ready to ease into spring. Not so much this winter. By late No-
vember the signs were becoming clear that it was going to be an active winter. Through 
December and January, we were dedicating over half of our staff to snow removal and 
winter weather management. Just in the month of January we accumulated over 1000 
miles on one of the parkôs snowplows! The snow shovels and blowers were thoroughly 
used, ice scrapers were in high demand, and the salt had to be restocked a number of 
times. Throw in a couple of ice storms and sub-zero degree-days and the employee con-
sensus is that it really wasnôt much of an ñoffò season for park efforts. On the bright side, 
it was an outstanding cross-country skiing and ice fishing season and supposedly, sub-
zero temperatures help reduce the number of unwanted gizzard shad in the lake. 

 Hello spring. Just as winter seemed it would never end all the sudden we are 
sitting in 40 ï 60 degree weather, spring flowers are popping up, 30 some campers are 
back in the campground, fisherman are on the lake, bikes, horses, and hikers are on the 
trails, and the ground is greening up. We are getting ready to mow, open all of our facili-
ties, turn the water on, clean up from the long winter, and put all the snow removal 
equipment away. WAIT! As I write this article there is the threat of accumulation of snow 
for the next couple of days. Hopefully, by the time this article reaches your hands all the 
wintry weather will be gone. Spring has been wet so far and the timing was just not right 
to conduct any controlled burns this year. As Jim Webb stated, ñHistorically, lightning did 
not hit every yearò so a year without burning is not a bad thing. 

 As we look ahead to summer there are some exciting opportunities around the 
corner. The state has been given stimulus monies to employ over 70 local young adults. 
This news came on really fast just a short time ago. First, the park will fill all essential 
positions that have been filled every year. Then we plan on placing additional workers in 
high traffic and high use areas to ensure clean, safe, and efficient park operations. The 
remaining workforce will be dedicated, but not limited to, conducting trail and structure 
rehabilitation including painting and roofing, resource management (invasive control 
etc), some long overdue inventories and GPSing of park infrastructure, and general park 
maintenance (without getting to specific, remember we were just made aware of this in 
the last couple weeks). There are many intricacies to still work out, largest of which are 
transportation, tools, equipment, and materials. That is all little stuff but there is just so 
much of it. Like I said though, it is an opportunity that we must seize. Park management 
is very excited to have a chance to take on some long overdue projects. 

Park Happenings 
         By Alex deGroot 

 
Newsletter Disclaimer and 

Opt-Out Notice: 

 

This newsletter is published 

by the Friends of Potato 

Creek State Park.  It is not 

published or managed by the 

Indiana Department of 

Natural Resourses.  If you do 

not want this newsletter, 

contact Chrissy Borkowski at  

chrissyborkowski@aol.com or 

write: 

Friends of Potato Creek State 

Park,  P.O. Box 471, North 

Liberty, IN  46554 to be 

removed from the mailing list.  

Newsletter corrections, 

questions or want to share 

information for the newsletter 

please send to Melody 

Golubski, editor 

fasdogkira@comcast.net 
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